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Reliant bought an Ogle-styled body and mated it to the Sabre Six .
chassis and running gear. The result was the handsome Scimitar, ﬂgf:,:?‘:-;ﬁﬁg::ﬂt
which proved to be a fast and competent grand tourer. Staffordshire, England

fast, relaxed cruising.”

"There’s no shortage of performance here—the Scimitar will see you

8.8 sec. through the Y%-mile in an impressive 17.0 seconds and on to a genuine

Ve 120 mph. It was designed to provide fast, relaxed
cruising, with high gearing and g

; 120 mph

nt 2,994 cc !
’ overdrive making the most of the
' ;:g'lagg rpm  Very torquey V6 engine. It can be
thrown around corners, too, even if
172 |b-ft

at 3,000 rpm It is not the most agile of sportsters.

151554 Ibs. It has the feel of a solid, heavy car.”

Reliant took care to emphasize the )
Scimitar’s sporty nature on the inside as
well as on the outside of the car.



VALUE GUIDE

ORIGINAL PRICE

1968 $2,859

CURRENT VALUE

$3,300-$8,000

The lack of an exotic maker’s
name keeps the prices down.

uncomplicated, all-iron, pushrod single-
cam engine with two valves per cylinder.
Its long stroke design gives it 146 bhp
and a credible 172 Ib-ft of torque. Later
Scimitar SE6s were fitted with the
smaller 2.8-liter ‘Cologne’ V6 from 1979.

All-iron
construction

121 mih 10.1 sec.
119 mih 8.4 sec.

120 mph 8.8 sec.
* T

Glass act

| The first hint of what was to become

the GTE came with the one-of-a-kind
1966 Ogle and Triplex GTS. The work
of Ogle Design, a larger station
wagon-type back was fitted to a
Scimitar GT to prove what could be

| done with the then-new Triplex glass.

On the production GT, with less glass
area, the roofline looked a lot lower,
giving the GTE a sporty look.
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It was the right blend of perfectly balanced styling, a tough engine
and running gear combined with excellent performance that produced
a hit for Reliant and an inspiration to other manufacturers.

Ford engine

Ford's Essex V6 engine was first used in the Ford Zephyr in
the mid 1960s. Fitting it into the Scimitar transformed the
car into a serious performance machine.

Separate chassis

Scimitars are mounted
on a cruciform chassis
made from steel box
sections, with outriggers
running from the main
longitudinal chassis rails
to the sides of the car.

Extra stiffening

Because the V6 had considerably more power
than the old in-line unit, alterations to the
chassis were required in order to prevent flex.

. suited to low-volume production, dispensing with the

Fiberglass body

need for expensive dies.

The solution was to fit extra bracing between
the front and rear suspension assemblies.

Handsome styling

The original shape was penned by David
Ogle Design and used a Sabre Six chassis.
Reliant had the foresight to buy the
production tooling for use on its
new grand tourer car.

Fiberglass was used for the body because it was better ‘
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RANSMISSION
BODY/CHASSIS
SPECIAL FEATURES

T

Live axle

in suspension
All Scimitars have traditional live axles rather

Parts-b
Scimitars use the double wishbone front

suspension from the Triumph TR4 sports car but

with different spring rates.

location is improved by a Watt linkage.

than independent rear suspension. Sideways




