Scimitar GTE: the owner’s book of answers.




ahand-made, coachbuilt high-
- -performance car, at a price that non-
herearethree versions: GTE

and GTE Automatic.

tax-haven mortals§ can afford. -~~~ -

Manual; GTE Overdrive (on 3rd and

None... inthesameclassas
Reliant'sGTE
AUTO ENTHUSIAST.

Something of amodern classic. . . it
has norealrival.
ROGER BELL, MOTQOR

Just about Britain's only frue grand
touring car.

MAXWELL BOYD,

THE SUNDAY TIMES

Hs character is different from that of
arny rival.
STUART MARSHALL,
ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS

Very good value.
GOOD MOTORING

Excellent value for money.
CAR
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is the big, lusty V6 engme by Ford.
- Power-to-weight ra -

- by Ogle, is glass-fibre; s0.t1
“has only 23 cwt. (plus the contents
- thecar) to pull. Autostrada cruisin

feel you areidling along
Maxxmum power is1

3 200 pm.

Performance of the latest Scimitar
aufornatic is, in aword, fabulous;
and not se very much different from
that of the Overdrive model. Maxi-
mum speed is juston 120 mphas
against 123 mph and the 0-60 mph
time is just o asecond slower at
9.8 sec against 8.9 sec.

GOOD MDTORING

I read off astable 124 mph at

4700 rpm with 0-30 indicated in
3.8seconds ... 0-60in8.5...and
0-100in23.5...Cruising al 70 mph
needed only 2700 rpm and 700

demanded 3700 ... I goi 23.4mpgin
fairly hard cross-country and high-
speed use.

EVENING STANDARD

Shattering acceleration through all
the gears . . . acceleration is still
impressive to over the 100mph mark.
Al the bottom end of the power range
the car will perform happily intop
gear at 30 mph. And within this
performance if refurns an acceptable
28-30 miles for each gatlon.

AUTO ENTHUSIAST
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“Safety”

Answer to the question—
What else is so special about the GTE...
and so important to the family man?

Safety factors: an impressive list.

Items 1-11 are called primary —qualities built
in to the GTE to make an accident less likely;
items 12-20 are secondary — things that make an
accident less damaging, if it happens.

1. Superb roadholding.

2. Acceleration and reserve of power when
youneed it—e.g. for safe overtaking.

3. Sure-footed, servo-assisted brakes (discs in
front).

4, Wide-section, low-profile, radial-ply tyres
on extra-wide wheels.

5. Ergonomically designed seats, adjustable
forrake, height and reach.

6. Anti-dazzle interior with anti-dazzle
instruments and dipping rear view mirror.

7. Good all-round vision by night as well as by
day; extra-powerful (quartz halogen)
headlights fitted as standard; heated rear
window with wiper and washer.

8. Quiet, comfortable, minimum-vibration
ride to reduce fatigue.

9. Full ‘early-warning’ instrumentation in
case of mechanical trouble —especially
brake failure.

10. Hazard-warning lights fitted as standard;
door-edge reflector to indicate open door at
night.

And, most of all,

11. The whole GTE concept; a car designed,
from the ground up, as a high performance
estate car; not an adapted saloon-car
design.

12. Combination of steel chassis and stiff glass
fibre body; this gives the occupants sub-
stantial protection even in major accidents.

13. Glass fibre bodywork which absorbs kinetic
energy, so superficial damage is localised
and bodywork distortion is less likely.

14. Inertia-reel front seat belts with mountings
bolted to chassis; fixed lap belts for rear
seats.

15. Steering-column with two universal joints,
collapses onimpact.

16. Fascia fully upholstered, with crash pad.

17. Collapsible, energy-absorbing, two-spoke
safety steering-wheel.

18. Laminated windscreen (optional extra).

19. Built-in rollover bar in roof.

20. Strong chassis outriggers for added side
protection.

Warranty covers labour as well as materials
and extends for a year or 12,000 miles, which-
ever COmes sooner,
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“Loads”
~ What else will the GTE carry at123 mph,
apart from four people,in comiort?

Fromthefrontthe GTE is an With four seats you have 19 cu.ft Notice, while you are at it, that
unmistakable high performance car.  of luggage space. the back seats are proper back seafs—
From the back — the way most road- Fold one back seat forward,and ~ the GTEisnota2+2.
usersseeit—itis anequally un- you have 27 cu.ft of luggage space; And there is a tonneau cover, to
mistakable estate car. enough for a trunk as well as keep your luggage safe from prying

The rear window is heated, with  suitcases. eyes.
its own washer and wiper. 1 extends Fold both back seats forward
to the full width of the car, and and the whole rear half of the

opens at a touch on pneumatic rams. car is luggage deck —clear
Inside, the whole width of the and flat; it has thirty-
car is luggage-deck. six cubic feet of
You can arrange thisin three stowage.
different ways, because the back
seats fold down one at a time.

[Ocuft

A genutine four seater.
AUTOTEST, AUTOCAR

The arrangement for turning the rear
compartment info a load-carrier is
excellent.
LIVING WITH THE RELIANT
SCIMITAR GTE, AUTOCAR ‘

Wemanaged to cram in afair assori-
ment of bulky objects that weighed
wha felt like a tor to load and unload
withaul any adverse effects on either
perfermance or handling.

AUTO ENTHUSIAST

The rear liggage compartment {nkes

a surprising amournd of clobber with

either the rear seatsup or folded down.
CAR & CAR CONVERSIONS

... the huge load space is almost
incidental to the car’s character. The
GTE is for peoplewho really enjoy
driving.

PETER WAYMARK, THE TIMES
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Effortless cruising and over 100 mph
inthird...
AUTOTEST, AUTOCAR

Easy, loping performance. ..
CAR

Awell-balanced and well-behaved

Lar. ..
JAMES ENSOR, FINANCIAL TIMES

Fully equipped, well-eguipped and
in every sense one of the best-
batanced cars on the road.

CAR

.. itis quite possibleto cover long
distances al speed in the Scimitar and
to arrivefresh at the end, which
provesthatthere ismore o good
motoring than mere soft seating.

DAILY TELEGRAPH

..highspeedrelaxation. .. offersa
pleasant combination of refinement
and close-to-the-road feel.

1AN MORTON,
EVENING STANDARD

P

There is nothmg hermc about the b
(TE; it is unashamedly for comfort-
lovers.Without making any -
allowance at all for speed, itisan
exceptionally pleasant and relaxing . -
car to travel in. Even at three-figure
speeds, there is no sense of strain.

There are two main reasons for
this. First, the seats: theseare

~*changirig mo
- motoring. Sel
S0 5eCuUre, S0 C




Scmitar GTE
HIGH PERFORMANCE ESTATE
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